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only to the negative conclusion that it was a legendary name
for the tin countries of Western Europe l. It is believed
that the tin trade of Cornwall was considerable in pre-
historic times, yet no vestiges of Phoenician traders have
come to light2. It apparently revived in Roman Britain
after the middle of the third century, but the veil of obscurity
is not removed until the twelfth century when its authentic
history properly begins 3. At this period much of the tin
used in Europe came from Devon ; in the next century
Cornwall took the place of its neighbour as the principal tin-
producing district4. The peculiar feature of the tin-mining
industry was the organization of the miners in corporations
known as the Stannaries 5, with their own laws and courts;
nevertheless this did not hinder the early rise of capitalism.
The wage system was revealed in the fourteenth century,
when ' Abraham the Tinner' had in his employment over
three hundred workers. The appearance of the capitalist
employer was attended here, as in other industries, by com-
plaints of capitalist exploitation. The large tin producers,
it was alleged in 1342, " usurped works and compelled
stannary men to labour there for a penny a day, whereas
before they worked above twenty pence worth of tin each
day, with the result that the tinners have all left their
lead- mines " 6. Lead-mining owed much of its importance to the
jacj. ^a^ siiver was refined from the lead. The three mining
areas were Derbyshire, the Mendip Hills (Somerset), and
Alston (Cumberland). The miners had privileges similar to
those enjoyed by the ' free miners' who extracted .tin and
iron ore7; but already in the thirteenth century we find
hired workmen employed for wages8. A letter to the
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